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This anthology is one volume from C.J.S. Hayward's collected works. It includes an offbeat chain

letter parody, a no less whimsical work (although more serious) in which a Church Father comments

on a postmodern trend, a solemn farewell to a holiday, a look at all spirituality boiling down to two

basic rules, a relatively long short story that looks at what, exactly, can be good about a life filled

with pain, a paean of praise about the glory of the Creator reflected in the Creation, a dialogue

exploring whether, exactly, time is what a watch measures, and then two closing, connected stories.

One is a science fiction short story, and the other a fantasy novella, but they have much in common.
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Within the Steel Orb is an amazing book by one of the most interesting minds to put pen to paper.

The seemingly random qualities of each chapter that jump radically in genre, tone, and development

finally culminate in a pair of fantasy tales at the end, where the widely varied path across hills and



valleys of thought and emotion finally all come together in a surprisingly smooth class reunion. This

outwardly strange gathering of seeming strangers comes together lovingly with many common roots

and histories. The elegance of the last two stories stand on their own, but it is fascinating to see

what happened to get there in the author's mind. Ultimately, this is a story of Jonathan's travels in a

thoughtscape most of us would envy for its verdant color depth, beautiful vistas, elegant

architecture, constellation-filled skies, and warm friendly atmosphere.I remember reading the great

books in college and becoming acquainted with the minds of Pascal and so forth. In theory with the

current population of the Earth, there should be as many such great minds wandering among us as

ever existed. Yet the signal to noise of media drowns all such genius most of the time. Jonathan is a

wonderful exception.
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